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Calkins: Tell Them to Keep Their Chins Up

TELL THEM TO KEEP THEIR
CHII~S UP
Th@mas V. Calkins
is a significant difference between the me~ of the United
States fighti!I1g forces in this war and their fathers and older
brothers in the forces of the First World Wax:.. It is not a difference
in :morale. It is something much farther reaching 'than.. that. Neither
is the differ-ence due to a ,different type of warfare, no~ is it in the'
fact that this army is much more mechanized than was that army.
Perhaps' the fact that the world has been undergoing extensive modification in the or~ilizationof political and economic life has something
to do With the dilference. Whatever the cause or combination of
causes, people whQ have had contacts with the two armies notice the
difference.
'
~
This present force is a thinking army as no American Army has
been heretofore.
.
Most of us wll10 were in the services in the First World War were
quite satisfied in our belief that when the old' Axis was defeated and
the treaty signed the problem would be forever solved. We believed
that the world would be safe for the democracies and that we could
return to our homes and pick up the threads of our live~ without ~y
fear that our sons would ~ever have to go out, as we had done, to die
gloriously for whatever it is..inen do die gloriously for.
This present magnificent body of ,fighting men is not at all deceived.
,They believe that the world's real struggle will begin when the fig~ting
is over. Tliey know that America,,'s problems will become' acute in
the years which follow the war. ~hey are not frightened or particularly
perturbed. They merely accept the actuality of existing and significant
problems. They realize, too, 'a truth which millions of Americans' at
home stubbornly refu~ to admit. That is that America has, in, concept
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'and in as yet controlled form, many aspects of the ideological' forces
~hich they are now fighting overseas. An enlisted man who was a
major in sociology at the time of enlistment Posed me a question one
evening while we were talking in my tent which indicates the seriousness with which so many of those soldiers are analyzing politicoeconomic problems. He asked, "What, fundamentally, is die difference
between a heavy production bloc or a labor bloc, or any other kind
of a bloc which forces the nation to accede' to bloc demands for special
consideration when they know that we dare not resist those' demands,
and a Fascist or black shirt party which, because it is well organized
and in a strategic position, requires a nation to submit to its-coercive
will?"
>

•

A question like that cannot be answered by high-sounding phrases.
A young man who is prepared to fight for a freedom or for "four freedoms," no matter how nebulous and generalized the definitions of those
freedoms may be, will not be put off forever; and he has the right to,
and he wil.! demand, an answer.
Those fighting men of ours do not expect a benign sun of international righteousness to rise and to shine over the 'earth the day the
treaty of peace is signed. They know that peace is not something
bestowed for all time., They know that it must be established and
created and re-created, and must be m~intained by judgment, by
planning, through co-operative effort, and by the establishment and
maintenance of nation~l and international understandings and equities.
They realize, as we did not realize in 1918, that it may be necessary to
smite those elements who transgress upon human society with a judgmatical and yarticularly hard and heavy iron fi~t.
While I was spending four months in England last year, scores of
English people remarked upon what were to them the outstanding
characteristics of the American soldier. Those characteristics were,
first, his fondness for children; second, his courtesy and kindliness;
and third, his interest in significant problems. The second and third
items may surprise most Americans as they did me.
Our forces are to be found in practically every corner of the world
where the Axis is not in control. They are meeting the citizens of
those countries and are developing und~rstandings of both national
and intemationalproblems. In most places the Americans are treated
with the utmost courtesy and they are often the guests, by the thousands, of families, organizations, and civic or. political agencies.
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Thousands of ~ur men have developed great, respect and much affection for their hosts. Others, of course, have developed or retained
antagonisms and even hatred toward them. N_aturally there are others
who are completely indifferent to the. people of 'the countries in which
they are stationed.
"
,
~
We may expect that at the termination of the war many of our
men will'hot leave- the countries ·in which they are stationed or t.hey
will return to them after they are discharged. Some have married
English girls and expect to make England their home. Some, for
reasons best known to themselves, expect to return to Morocco after
the war 'is finished. Doubtless some may even return to the pest holes
which they have occupied in the more undesirable parts of th~ South
Pacific and Far East. What is true of England cand Morocco may be
even-mor~ true of Australia, New Zealand, and South Africa. Whatever may happen,. whether· they respect or detest _the pe~ple and
localities, they will return to the United States with an understanding
of foreign people, resources, and problems which will play a great
part in the immediate development of international affairs.
These men cannot be easily led in the direction of magnanimous
international ~anta- clausing on ~e' part 'of the United' States, n~r'
.l can they be deluded into a false sense of American national security
by well meaning but irrational isolationists.. America is coming of age.
We have among these men the finest diplomatic material this nation
~ has ever had. Our present status in world affairs demands that we
develop all;d use that material.
American service men in the First World War were not sufficiently
sure, of themselves and of their national stature. As a product of
this unsureness, -they felt they had to prove their international manhood by much brag and swagger and a complete willingness to knock
the ears from anybody not American upon the slightest provocation.
That attitude is not so true of this army. Having proved our calibre,we no longer have need for demonstration. As a result our men get
along much better than did their dads twenty-five years ago. Oh, they
slug it out reguiarly with other- soldiers and civilians, but the spirit
of the im]:)roglio is more the product of a healthy delight in a good
gang fight than of a determination to prove their worth as Americans.
There is a beer hall in. Casablanca where ~ericans congregate,
largely, I think, because of the noisy 'excellence of a band which plays
almost American music. I am sure it is not the quality of the beer
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which draws them. For the first few months after the Americans
arrived the band would burst into "The Star Spangled Banner" whenever a fight started. Thereupon all Americans would come to attention,
and the fight stopped. Mtera short time the boys became aware of
the low device. Now when a fight starts and the band strikes up the
national anthem the fight goes merrily on to an indiscriminate chorus
of "Dixie," "The Jersey Bounce," "peep in the Heart of Texas," or
"California, Here I Come." Now, as a matter of fact, if the band plays
"The Star Spangled Banner," however innocently, some sleepy-eyed
GI is likely to swing on the nearest customer, under the general impression that the ~and is trying to stop a nice, quiet gang fight somewhere.
Most Americans detest war on principle. They do not see anything particularly glorious or specially honorable in having their livers
and lights blown bloodily out in some corner of a foreign field, pigsty,
or mean city alley that is forever a foreign alley, pigsty,' or field.
Because they are sentimentalists or perhaps because ,they are fundamentally humanitarians, they are deeply moved by the suffering
brought to children and the innocent by the horrific, destructive
impersonality of modem, total war. The following excerpt from
the letter o~ a nineteen-year-old soldier who has been in the army
for eighteen months expresses the general attitude of the run of American civilians in uniform. He is now in Italy and has served in the
African and Sicilian campaigns.
It is getting colder and not much chance of getting stoves. But when I see
some of the things this war brings, here, I mean, I repent of all the things I have
said and all the grumbling I have",done.
Last night it rained very hard. You have probably read of these rains in the
papers. I went out to our shop to get something I had left there, arid saw something
under the stairs of ~e outside of the building. It was three boys Hugh's age [Hugh
is his ten-year-old brother]. They had some old clothes on and no shoes. It was
bitterly cold. Those poor kidsl All of th.~ir families were killed by bonlbs. Ther~
is nothing I can do. If only the people at home could see those· poor children
huddled in the meagre protection of a balcony out of the rain, there would 'be no
other course for us but to stop the terrible situation which now exists and always
has existed in this world. Something permanent has got to be done.
,

.

There are tens of thousi'htls like him. Many of the First World
War soldiers felt the same way. They found pacificism was not enough.
They discovered, as many war haters in the forces today have discovered,
that the pacifistic principle was irrational and did not face facts. These
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men of ours today know there must be action against war making. I
am sure they will 'insist upon realistic action and will not be satisfied
with the mere utterance of lofty principles. They know that a continuation of the old gage of battle as the means of adjudication between
natiops will amQunt to' nothing less than the liquidation of human
society. They know that war is implemented .destruction;. thousands
of them arerecogoizing that peace is implemente4 construction. They
do not know the answer. Nobody knows, but mer are going to insist
in no uncertain terms that ~n answer be found.
The civilian popUlation of the United States holds the power of
attorney and trusteeship of .America for the men in the services. When
those men return to civilian life they are going to require an accounting. They will ask questions which will be hard to .answer. The ques, tions will concern war finanCing and, war profits, the care of their
families while they were away, rehabilitation and rec2nstruction plans,
and thought given to and pr<~gress made in post-war planning-. If
they are not satisfied. with what they discover, matters may be very
awkward for a number of people. I ,doubt that these men will accept
·excuses; and I am quite ~ure ~ger pointing by political parties, partisan blocs, and special interest groups will not be accepted as a demonstration of lack of culpability.
Nobody can speak for the man in the forces. There are as many
points of view as there are men. But most of these men are thinking,
analytically, upon significant problems as they have never thought
before. I can best give the story by quoting statements which they
have made to me ,and excerpts from their letters.
A soldier who had been a CPA in private life gave me a commission .
greater than my capability when he heard I was returning to the
United States. He said:
Go back to the United States! and go back slugging. We ~ave been dodging
issues too long at home. People back there do not seem to realize that there is a
war on,. and that so long as we are fighting it no partisaJ;l group of any kind has
any right to chisel in on the public kitty for any reason.

A master sergeant who had

be~n

employed by a state highway
department ~d to me a few nig~ts before mr departure, "If, when
we return, we find that the politicians, heavy industries, labor, and
others have beep. piaying the game straight whil~ we were' away, we
will play along with them. We will'not expect perfection, and we are
not looking for trouble. These soldiers do not want any special favors,
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but if we find that there has not been a clean-up in the dirt and that
an honest effort has not been made to get ready for the tough days
which will sure follow this war, well, it will be just too bad for somebody." He added, "These boys are thinking. Nine million people
pull a lot of votes in any man's election."
•
Incidentally these personal statements were made in GI language.
Most of them have been expurgated a bit, else the NEW MEXICO QUARTERLY REVIEW might find itself in warmish water with the postal
authorities if the statements were issued as' they were made.
One of the problems which concern the men, of course, is their
occupational and employment status when they return to civil
'life. There is '00 talk of bonus or of special kudos. One soldier
said when the matter of discharge pay came up, uHell, I don't want
no extra pay and no bonus. All I want is a job. Gimme that and I'll
do the rest."
It is doubtful that there will be a bonus march after this war. If
the soldier or sailor or marine thinks his buddies are not getting an
even break-and that is all they are looking for-no mob of neardestitute ex-service men will waste its time in marching on Washington
in search of a handout. There is, though, pleniy of evidence that
there will be a concerted an~ organized march on ballot boxes throughout the nation.
One night in an American Red Cross Club in England I listened
to, a group of ten or twelve men discussing post-war America and
her problems. In the group was a Polish-Jew from Chicago, an Italian
from Brooklyn, an Indian fro~ Montana, a Negro from Baltimore, a
Spanish-American from the border, a farlp boy of German extraction
from Iowa, and a sprinkling of Smiths and Joneses. The discussion
was pointed, pungent, and pertinent, and was wholly without animosity
or consciousness of race, class, and origin. It seemed prophetic to me.
It might also be of significance that among those present and participating was a Jewish cockney from London, a veteran of the First World
War, full of pugnacity, ideas, and shrapnel, and a Scotsman who was
a Fellow of the Royal Society of some nature. I, an ex-college professor,
sat on the sidelines and was mo~t unprofessorial. I listened, learned,
and kept quiet.
Rehabilitation training, after the First World War, was provided
for men with service-connected disabilities. We had roughly four and
one half million men under arms then. We now' have about twice
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as many, including the equivalent of a few divisions of women.
Though, as yet, our total casualties have been-much fewer than those
of the First World War, we may expect to have a much greater need
for rehabilitation training. There are many reasons why this is true.
Fighting will become more intense and involve m~y more men before
the war ends; there seems to be a higher incidente of what in peace
occupations would be called industrial accidents; some medical men
are anticipating a large n~mber of anxiety psychosis caseS-:-called shell
shock in the First World War-and we anticipate a program of continuation education and re-education. All of these needs, and others,
are anticipated by Representative Wright Patman of Texas in H.R.'

3200•

•

.

Ordinarily we' would not expect that professional men would need
additional professional training; but, judging froin statements which
many of them have made, such refresher training will be necessary.
Three men, a maj.or in the Army Medical Corps, a captain in the Judge
Advocate Gener~l's Division, and,a graduate student in science, madt:;
significant stat~ments which are quoted here.
..
The, major said, "In private practice I was a gynecologist. I had
a successful private, pra~tice which I can re;.establish when I return
to civilian life. Lllave been in the Army two years and may be here
•two o~ three more years. I can, build up myoid practice but I am so
rusty on gynecology that I shall have to spend several months in brushing up on diagnostic and surgical techniques and in getting up on
new developments in my specialized field. That will cost money, and
I have a family to,support."
The captai~ in the Judge ~dvocate General's Division said almost
the same thing. He had been a corporation tax lawyer and was just
getting started when he went into the Army. To quote him: "There
have been such extensive changes in tax law since I entered the Army
"almost two years ago that it will take me months to become' familiar
with new laws. It will be months before I will be worth my salt. In
the meantime I have to support my family. It seems a matter of simple
justice to me that, I and others in similar position who have lost ~tep
because of military service should have the opportunity of redeveloping
our old skills without too much hardship on .our families."
The graduate student in science said, HI liad been tlyo years in
graduate school and was just at the point where the research problem
which I was working on for, my doctorate was taking shape. I had
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spent months on it in laboratory t:~search. By the time I get back some
other student who remained at home will probably have completed
my problem, and I shall have to start on a new thesis."
Public schools came in for their share of constructive criticisnl.
Too many illiterates and near iUiterates have been exposed to our
public school system and been passed to the services by induction
boards. Company commanders are appallea by the problem. School
.
teachers now in the service will go back, to teaching with a much
broader concept of the job of the teacher. This will be good for the
pupil and the public, but it will be tough on old-line educators. These
veterans will be restive under academic restrictions and will demand
much of those responsible for the public school systems. One exte~cher said, "GCl back and get into that reha):>ilitation program.
More than the physically maimed and the emotionally disturbed will
need retraining. If you can, try to get our public educators to se~
how ineffective our public school program has been. I want to go
~ack to teaching; but - - - - if I will, if school men keep trying to play
ball and ring-around-the-rosy with local school boards and municipal
politicians afraid that kids who know too much about government
and business will cut in on their rackets."
Another teacher, a capable young fellow with two degreesan~
with several years of unusual experience to his credit, wrote, "I would
like to go into rehabilitation and refresher training' when the war is
over. The more I see conditions here on the coast the more I realize
how right we were when we used to talk about this mess and the
results of it when the shooting war is over J Our country has never
experienced anything like it in its history, and this war is just the
"beginning. Rehabilitation and r~-education are going to be our worst
headache. Too bad our professional schools and institutions of hfgher
learning cannot see the handwriting on the wall and make adequate
preparations for our post-war needs. Their very existence depends
upon what they will do about it. They just have to get out of their
narrow ruts and begin to do a truly community job. Most of them
are too busy trying to get their share of patronage in the name of defense training. They are too interested in prestige, academics, and
endowments and not enough interested in what they can do to help
John Q. Public get back bn his feet without becoming a public charge.
If they don't look out they will find themselves standing along the road
wi~ their hands out wonder,ing where the procession is going."
,
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Many people-.ask what the soldier in Africa thinks about strikes
and stoppages in war plants. They do not like them, nor do they
like any partisan effort to profit through the nation's need. Mter
several issues oj the StMS and Stripes came out with items on the CIO
'strikes, there was some question in the minds of the men with whom
I was then living. The first rather violent and unconsidered attitude
toward the strikers toned down a little. One evening I was walking
through the bivouac and a group of soldiers called to me. They were
in a huddle in one of the tents where a discussion of some kind was
usually' in progress. They said they had been reading all the reports
on the strikes and had noticed· that nothing had been reported except
the reaction against that particular group of strikers. One soldier said,
"Well, maybe the fault all lies with John L. and the CIO. But. I never
<saw a question yet with just one side to it." Another soldier C!dded,
"I never knew of an investment" which was made just for fun. I think
there is a side to it which we are not getting. I don't know that I
blame the strikers altogether. I Hke a little gravy on my bread, too."
A young soldier about twenty-two years old stated the matter as
he saw it. It ca~e close to representing the attitude of the battalion
with which I was living at the~ time. His statement was, "Why don't
we get all the story of the coal strikes? Who gives the releases to the
Stars and Stripes? My dad is a soft-coal miner in Pennsylvania. I was
born and raised in soft-coal country. Sometimes when I was a kid
my belly was empty. I know what soft-coal families go through. I
do~'t hold with Lewis and his gang and I don't think my ~d does
either. There is. more to this than we are. getting. There's two sides
to the trouble and I intend to find out when I get home. If it is
what I think it is, then God have. mercy on the CIO and the mine
owners. It don't look right and it don't smell so'good."
Yes, those chaps or ours are going to ask some questions concerning
our trusteeship when they get back. It would appear that we had
better have several answers ready for them, just for our own comfort
if nothing else. Strikes disturb them~ So' do things like a letter which
Corporal 0
0
got from his twenty~year-old 4-F brother
who was working in an engine plant at $85.00 per week, for example.
The kid ribbed Corporal·O. because he was making as much per week
as his brother was making in a month in the army and called the .
. corporal a sucker for ever going into the serVices. The corp~ral had
become a father since coming to Africa. It did not help him at all
<

.
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when the brother wrote that when he had any mOQ.ey left over "I give
your wife and kid a little help sometimes."
There are many things which do not please them.
One afternoon I walked into an ordnance shop where a group of
gunsmiths was working. One of the men called me over to look at
something which he was examining. He handed me a Tommy gun.
"Isn't that a p.retty piece of work?" he inquired.
Then he handed me another weapon.
"Look at that. That is an English weapon. It looks like something
my kid brother would make in his backyard to play soldiers with. This
Tommy gun is as pretty a piece as you can hope to find and that
English light automatic looks like .nothing in the world. But a man
killed by it is as dead as one killed by a Tommy gun. "And," he added
"I am told that it costs us more to replace a Tommy gun barrel than
it costs the British to make that gun."
,
I have not been able to check the accuracy of his information. The
armaments man may have been correctly informed or he may have
been wrong. The point is that American soldiers believe we are paying
too much for war production for the sake of profit, and they do not
like it.
No American can live away from America for six months without
truly learn~ng to love the U. S. A. Thousands and tens of thousands
of American fighting men have discovered America after they left
these shores for foreign duty. Their love of America is not a sentiment;
it is a profound and an abiding conviction. Thet are jealous for her.
As one sailor wrote, "I did not know what American democracy ~eant
until it looked like we were going to lose it."
They do not need to bolster their patriotism by the waving of
flags and the shouting of slogans. I think their consciousness of
America's danger and her glory and her spirit is such that, to them
the singing of mawkish pseudopatriotic songs and the shouting oj
shibboleths is sa<;rilege. They "bitch," they complain, they squaw~
at almost anything.and everything among themselves, but when the:
pinch comes they turn in a job and do not count any cost of blood
crippled comrades, aching hearts,. or treasure. There is no questioll
in their minds about what they are fighting for. As one youngstel
said to me one night as we sat on an ancient adobe wall and lookec
out across the. moon-silvered Atlantic beyond which lay the Unitec
States and home, "Mister, I can't put it into words. I.can't tell anybod1
l
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what America is. I ~on't know how to say what I am fighting for, but
mister, I reckon I know."
Nor can anybody live for m~nths with the American fighting men
without learning to love Americans. They are a swell bunch. Maybe
we think they are the best people in the world because we are Americans... On the other hand -maybe they are the best people in the world.
They are thinking and working and fighting and sweating it out
twenty-four hours a day. They do not function on the basis of strikes
and slow downs and oveJ;time and more profits. They insist on showing
you the pictures of their wives, kids, parents~ and sweethearts. Then
you, being American, show them the pictures which you carry in a
leather shrine, and you look into each other's eyes and grin and your
eyes say, "Aren't we swell?"
A few days before I left Africa I went to one of our Numbered
Hospitals. There was a young fellow there who w:as badly wounded.
He had seen all of his tank crew killed. He had seen most of his battalion wiped. out. Probably he would never walk again. He might
never see America again. There was a girl at home whom he had
married a few weeks before he had gone overseas, and he had a threemonths-old son whom he had never seen. He· knew he might never
see him.- He was genuinely pleased when he heard I was going back
home. He wanted me to write to his wife and father and mother.
That boy represented to me, and he will always represent, all of those
chaps of ours wherever they are ;now and after they come home and
in the tough, rough times ahead of us.
He said, "Tell the folks everything is O.K. Tell them I a~ not
hutt much.• Tell them we are coming along fine and we can't be
licked. Tell them to keep their chi~s up."
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